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Special o TheNew York Thmse - -
" WASHINGTON, Oct. 22 = The State

said today that it was not in
the national interest for American pilots
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But a spokesman, Alan D. Romberg,
said, “For some time we have been
aware that some United States citizens
may be invoived in civil aviation in
;_ibya." . .
U.S. Reluctant to Comment

said that since last May, when all
He diplomats were expelled from

travel or live inAlﬁiiby-. a militant Arab
North ca. -
Qggamw and White House

planes supposed to be part of the Libyan
civil air fleet had been used to transport
Libyan troops in recent years, most
notably to Uganda in 1979in a vain effort
to prevent the overthrow of Idi Amin,
theUgandlnnﬂcr. N * “ln )

provided planes for
tions from Syria to Libya.
thgesamlg,tham}wmof
the companies question, Interna-
tional Air Lease Inc., of Miami, and
Capital International Airways Inc., of
Smyrna, Tenn., said that two of his
planes, leased by Libyan airlines for &
43-day period each year, were employed
solely to ferry Moslem, pilgrims to.
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, | g >
“It any military personnel or cargo
came aboard, they wouldn’t take off,”
‘he said in a telephone . interview. Mr..
Batchelor also said the State Depart>
ment was informed about the Mecca pil..
“There are two clvilian airlines in-
Libya. One is the Libyan Arab Airlines,*
which flies to points north of Lidbya, and
the other is United African Airways;.
which flies to points south of Libya. Offi
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